
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

In the same way also consider yourselves 

dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

– Romans 6:11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELS) 
 
Welcome to Bethany! You have joined us for the most important 
time we spend together as a congregation. Each week we gather 
around God’s Word and sacraments with the sure promise that 
Jesus is present wherever two or three come together in his 
name. We also rely on his promise to build us up and strengthen 
us in our faith through his Word and sacraments. 
 
The order of service is outlined in this folder. Hymns will be 
sung from the hymnals located under the seats in front of you. 
 
Restrooms are located next to the coatracks just off the 
entryway.  
 
An offering will not be taken during the service. An offering 
plate is located on the table in the back of the sanctuary if you 
would like to give an offering. 
 
Should you have any questions or need any type of assistance, 
please feel free to ask the usher or the pastor. 
 
About Bethany: Bethany is a member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). We are in full fellowship 
with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We 
would love to become better acquainted with you at your 
convenience. For more information, contact Pastor Smith at 
mksmith@blc.edu or 515-232-1544.  
 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELS) 
3113 Diamond St 
Ames, Iowa 50010 
(515) 232-1544 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Michael K. Smith 
Find us on the web at bethanyames.net
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6th Sunday of Pentecost                 June 28, 2026 
 

Order of Service – Rite One (beginning on p. 41) 
See also “Prayers for Worship” on p. 40 in the front of the hymnal.  
 
The Hymn – #6 – “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring” 
 

The Collect for the Day 
P: God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. 

Help us love you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, 
provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: ♫ Amen. 
 

The First Lesson – Exodus 32:15-29 
 15 Moses turned and went down the mountain, with the two tablets 
of the Testimony in his hand—tablets that were written on both sides, 
written on one side and on the other. 16 The tablets were the work of 
God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 
 17 When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said 
to Moses, “There is the noise of war in the camp.” 
 18 Moses said, “It is not the sound of people who shout for victory; 
neither is it the sound of people who cry because of defeat. But I do 
hear the sound of people who are celebrating.” 
 19 As soon as Moses came near the camp, he saw the calf and the 
dancing, and Moses’ anger burned. So he threw the tablets out of his 
hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf 
that they had made, burned it with fire, ground it to powder, and 
scattered it on the water. Then he made the people of Israel drink it. 
 21 Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you 
have brought such a great sin on them?” 
 22 Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn. You know these 
people. They are set on evil, 23 so they said to me, ‘Make a god for us, 
who will go ahead of us, because this Moses, the man who brought us 
up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.’ 24 So I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, pull it off.’ So they 
gave it to me. I threw it into the fire and out came this calf.” 
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 25 When Moses saw that the people were out of control (for Aaron 
had let them get so out of control that they were disgraced among 
their enemies), 26 Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, 
“Whoever is on the LORD’s side, come to me!” 
 All the descendants of Levi gathered themselves together to Moses. 
27 He said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says, 
‘Every man is to strap his sword on his thigh and go back and forth 
throughout the camp, from one gate of the camp to the other, and 
every man is to kill his brother, and every man his friend, and every 
man his neighbor.’” 28 The Levites did what Moses said, and that day 
about three thousand men from among the people fell. 29 Moses said, 
“Begin your service of the LORD today. Yes, because every man among 
you took a stand against his son and against his brother, the LORD is 
bestowing a blessing on you today.” 
 

The Psalm of the Day – Psalm 27 (p. 16 red book) 
 

The Second Lesson – Romans 6:1b-11 
 1b Shall we keep on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 Absolutely 
not! We died to sin. How can we go on living in it any longer? 3 Or do 
you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him by this 
baptism into his death, so that just as he was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too would also walk in a new life. 
 5 For if we have been united with him in the likeness of his death, we 
will certainly also be united with him in the likeness of his 
resurrection. 
 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him, to make our 
sinful body powerless, so that we would not continue to serve sin. 
7 For the person who has died has been declared free from sin. 8 And 
since we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 We know that since Christ has been raised from the dead, he 
will never die again. Death no longer has control over him. 10 For the 
death he died, he died to sin once and for all, but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. 11 In the same way also consider yourselves dead to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
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The Gospel Lesson – Matthew 10:34-42 
 34 [Jesus said,] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a 
person's enemies will be those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And 
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it. 
 40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives him who sent me. 41 The one who receives a prophet because 
he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who 
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will 
receive a righteous person's reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these 
little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say 
to you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
 

P: This is the holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
C: ♫ God be prais-ed for his glad tidings. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed (p. 46) 
 

The Chief Hymn – #243 – “The Power of Sin No Longer” 
 

The Sermon – Romans 6:1b-11 – “We Died So We Can Live” 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
P: Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, 

especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed 
your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 
working through the means of grace. 

C: Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our 
lives.  

P: Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and 
sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase. 

C: Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the 
world. 
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P: Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their 
parents to train them in lives of faith. 

C: Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and 
in all godly walks of life. 

P: Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who 
make, administer, and judge our laws. 

C: Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
P: Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and 

industry, medicine and science, and the arts and culture. Protect all 
who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

C: Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
P: Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, in sickness or adversity. 

Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on 
those for whom death draws near. 

C: Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
(Here special intercessions may be made, silently or spoken by the pastor.) 
P: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served 

you, and who now rest from their labors. Console those who are 
mourning or living with sadness. 

C: Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of 
heaven. 

P: Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and 
rose again. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (p. 49) 
 

The Offering Hymn – #445 (vss. 1-2) – “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
 

The Hymn – #258 – “Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest” 
 

The Closing Hymn – #585 – “How Blessed is the Little Flock” 
 

Scripture quotations for all but the Gospel are copyright The Evangelical Heritage Version™ 
(EHVTM) of the Bible held by The Wartburg Project. © 2019. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Scripture quotation for the Gospel lesson is copyright The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. 
ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. 
 

Prayer of the Church is adapted from Christian Worship: Hymnal (Milwaukee: Northwestern 
Publishing House, 2021). 
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Announcements 
 

 

 The Council meets Sunday, July 12 following the service. 
 

 At the ELS convention this past week, Pastor Smith was elected to 
serve as the president of the synod. Updates on what this means for 
the ministry at Bethany will be forthcoming as they become 
available. Please be assured that our Lord will continue to provide 
for the needs of Bethany! 

 

 
Visiting with us today? Please sign the guest 
register in the entryway or use the QR code.  

 
 

 
 


