
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“Which one of you, if you had one hundred 

sheep and lost one of them, would not leave 

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 

after the one that was lost until he finds it?” 

 

– Luke 15:4 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELS) 
 
Welcome to our church! You have joined us for the most 
important time we spend together as a congregation. Each week 
we gather around God’s Word and sacraments with the sure 
promise that Jesus is present wherever two or three come 
together in his name. We also rely on his promise to build us up 
and strengthen us in our faith through his Word and sacraments. 
 
The order of service is outlined in this folder. Hymns will be 
sung from the hymnals located under the seats in front of you. 
 
Restrooms are located next to the coatracks just off the 
entryway.  
 
An offering will not be taken during the service. An offering 
plate is located on the table in the back of the sanctuary if you 
would like to give an offering. 
 
Should you have any questions or need any type of assistance, 
please feel free to ask the usher or the pastor. 
 
About Bethany: Bethany is a member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). We are in full fellowship 
with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We 
would love to become better acquainted with you at your 
convenience. For more information, contact Pastor Smith at 
mksmith@blc.edu or 515-232-1544.  
 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELS) 
3113 Diamond St 
Ames, Iowa 50010 
(515) 232-1544 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Michael K. Smith 
Find us on the web at bethanyames.net
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17th Sunday After Pentecost                            October 5, 2025 
 
Holy Communion: We invite members of our congregation or other ELS or 
WELS congregations to commune with us. We ask everyone else to please visit with 
Pastor Smith before our next communion service. Members: Please sign the 
communion registration sheet on the table in the narthex. 
 

Order of Service – Rite One (beginning on p. 41) 
See also “Prayers for Worship” on p. 40 in the front of the hymnal.  
 
The Hymn – #12 – “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
 

The Collect for the Day 
P: Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and 

follow after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be 
ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: ♫ Amen. 
 

The First Lesson – Exodus 32:7-14 
 7 The LORD spoke to Moses: “Hurry down, because your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves! 8 They have quickly turned from the way which I 
commanded them. They have made a calf for themselves out of metal 
and have worshipped it. They have sacrificed to it and said, ‘This is 
your god, Israel, which brought you up out of the land of Egypt.’” 
 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen these people, and they 
certainly are a stiff-necked people. 10 So now leave me alone, so that 
my anger can burn hot against them, so that I may consume them and 
make you into a great nation.” 
 11 Moses begged the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does 
your anger burn against your people, whom you have brought out of 
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why 
should the Egyptians say, ‘He brought them out for an evil purpose, to 
kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the 
earth’? Turn back from your fierce anger and change your mind about 
inflicting disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self. You said 
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to them, ‘I will multiply your seed like the stars of the sky, and I will 
give all this land that I have spoken about to your seed, and they shall 
inherit it forever.’” 
 14 Then the LORD changed his mind about the disaster which he said 
he would inflict on his people. 
 

The Psalm Hymn – #500 (vss. 1-3) – “O Thou That Hear’st  
       When Sinners Cry” 
The Second Lesson – 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 12 I give thanks to the one who empowered me, namely, Christ Jesus 
our Lord, that he treated me as trustworthy, appointing me into his 
ministry. 13 He did this even though formerly I was a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a violent man. But I was shown mercy, because I acted 
ignorantly in unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord overflowed on me 
along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is 
trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners,” of whom I am the worst. 16 But I was shown 
mercy for this reason: that in me, the worst sinner, Christ Jesus might 
demonstrate his unlimited patience as an example for those who are 
going to believe in him, resulting in eternal life. 17 Now to the King 
eternal, to the immortal, invisible, only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Gospel Lesson – Luke 15:1-10 
 1 All the tax collectors and sinners were coming to Jesus to hear 
him. 2 But the Pharisees and the experts in the law were complaining, 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3 He told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, if you had one 
hundred sheep and lost one of them, would not leave the ninety-nine 
in the wilderness and go after the one that was lost until he finds it? 
5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes 
home. Then he calls together his friends and his neighbors, telling 
them, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found my lost sheep!’ 7 I tell 
you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who do not need 
to repent. 
 8 “Or what woman who has ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, 
would not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until 
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she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors and says, ‘Rejoice with me, because I have found the lost 
coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
  

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
C: ♫ God be prais-ed for his glad tidings. 
 

The Nicene Creed (p. 47) 
 

The Chief Hymn – #426 (vss. 1-3,6-8) – “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” 
 

The Sermon – Luke 15:1-10 – “The Pharisees and Scribes Were Right” 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
P: Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us 

and the world on which we live. You control all things through your 
Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

C: Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
P: Give your word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear 

away our confusion and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to 
strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to 
live according to your will. 

C: Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your 
grace. 

P: The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect 
us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians 
around the world from all forms of hate and persecution. 

C: Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
P: Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they 

prepare for future days. Help them distinguish between what is 
passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. 
Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public 
ministry of the gospel. 

C: Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth. 
P: Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or 

emotional pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. 
Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners 
who miss someone they loved. 
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C: Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when 
we can. 

(Here special intercessions may be made, silently or spoken by the pastor.) 
P: Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and 

answer us. Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever 
way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the 
day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

C: Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

The Offering Hymn – #445 (vss. 1-2) – “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
 

The Service of Holy Communion (beginning on p. 50) 
 

The Hymn of Thanks – #309 (vss. 1,3,6) – “A Wondrous  
Mystery is Here” 

 

The Closing Hymn – #505 (vss. 1,10) – “O Lord,  
Who in Thy Love Divine” 

 
 

Scripture quotations are copyright The Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHVTM) of the Bible 
held by The Wartburg Project. © 2019. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Prayer of the Church is adapted from Christian Worship: Hymnal (Milwaukee: Northwestern 
Publishing House, 2021). 
 

 

Announcements 
 
 

 The Ladies meet next Sunday following the worship service. All 
ladies are welcome. 

 

 The Council meets next Sunday following the worship service. 
 

 The Voters meet Sunday, Oct. 19 following the worship service. 
 

 
Visiting with us today? Please sign the guest 
register in the entryway or use the QR code. 
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This Week at Bethany 
 

 Monday 7:00pm ISU Bible Study 
 Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study 
 Sunday           10:00am Worship 
                          11:15am Ladies’ Meeting 
   Council Meeting 
  1:00pm Confirmation Class 


